TO THE  FIRST  UNITED  DIET

you get home, you husband will give you a jacketing until
you can stand no more. Come now, simply say "yes,"
and then you will be quit of the sot.' To which the wife,
crying hysterically, replied: ' 1 am an honest woman! I
will not have that indignity put upon me! I don't want
to be divorced!' After manifold retorts and rejoinders in
this tone, Pratorius turned to me with the words : ' As she
will not listen to reason, write as follows, Herr Referen-
darius, and dictated to me some words which, owing to
the deep impression they made upon me, I remember to
this day. ' Inasmuch as the attempt at reconciliation has
been made, and arguments drawn from the sphere of relig-
ion and morality have proved fruitless, further proceedings
were taken as follows/ My chief then rose and said,
'Now, you see how it is done, and in future leave me in
peace about such things.1 I accompanied him to the door,
and went on with the case. The Divorce Court stage of
my career lasted, so far as I can remember, from four to
six weeks; a reconciliation case never came before me
again. There was a certain necessity for the ordinance
respecting proceedings in divorce cases, to which Freder-
ick William IV was obliged to confine himself after his
attempts to introduce a law for the substantial alteration
of the Marriage Law had foundered upon the opposition of
the Council of State, With regard to this matter it may
be mentioned that, as a result of this ordinance, the Attor-
ney-General was first introduced into those provinces in
which the old Prussian common law prevailed as defensor
matrimonii, and to prevent collusion between the parties.
More inviting was the subsequent stage of petty cases,
I                     where the untrained young jurist at least acquired practice

in listening to pleadings and examining witnesses, but
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